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Quick Tips: Supporting Decision Making and Advocacy

Actively recruit and engage parents in developing and supporting district and school wide
policies and improvement plans such as the Educational Plan for Student Success (EPSS),
parent advisory committees, Title I, Bilingual Education, and Indian Education parental
involvement requirements, and on staff hiring committees.

Treat parent concerns, suggestions and ideas with respect and demonstrate genuine interest in
developing solutions. Create and adhere a policy to always follow up with families in a
timely manner (within 24 hours).

Share the school and district annual reports of overall student and school achievement, school
programs, and other initiatives with families. Use open meetings, events, Web sites and
newsletters, etc. to create safe opportunities for families to ask questions and provide input.

Include parent leaders from all racial, ethnic, socioeconomic, and other groups on advisory
councils, action teams, and committees. Include student representatives in elementary,
middle, and high schools along with parents on committees.

Encourage and facilitate parent participation in PTA or other parent organizations, advisory
councils or committees for parent leadership and participation.

Provide parents with user-friendly information for voting in local, state, and federal elections
on officials and issues that affect education.

Engage in the professional development opportunities.



